DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
linking-up with the politics of Henry the Lion and the Prussian rulers. Berlin-Bagdad was a symbol of this yearning towards the East. Space politics form the terminus technicus for the occupation policy of the big ruling nations."
"You have put the older generation of Pan-Germans in the foreground. Do you think that they were of greater importance and more powerful than the present generation?"
"In Lagarde I found the most earnest formulation of the Pan-German theory, probably because he was a theologian. Contemporary Pan-Germanism, which has taken the form of National Socialism, bases its theory on Lagarde and does not carry it any further, though expressing Lagarde's teaching in clearer detail. Here the National Socialists have achieved a great deal. I do not agree with their practical politics; for I am a democrat and I reject the National Socialist type of political absolutism. Pardon. Go on with your inquisition."
I had a long list to unfold, of the accusations put forward by his enemies. "Your German population," I said, "declare that in March 1919 their incorporation into the new State was brought about under the coercion of the Czech legionaries and
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